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50 Years of OF precence in HEPAL
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The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single stepp. Oun jounuey ac Congregation of
Hesus” formenly bunown as Tustitute of the Blessed Vingin Many takes us back to the journey
that darning Englich woman Marny Wand wundentook in the year 1609, leaving hen home
conntny England and crossing the seas to St. Omen to otant her foundation. She and hen
companions kad to take this bold otep on account of the tennible pensecution of Catholice then
naging tn England. From St. Omen they sprnead to Genmany. Women in great aumbers joined I
WMary Wand. Unden the aunspices of Etecton Marmitlian of Bavaria who wae detenmined to i; ]
secune ken senuices, the foundation at Munich was made. Many Wand wae that incomparnabile 1
woman whom England gave to the Chunch in the bloodicot of it hictony. She was the one who :
attened fon the finot time in the Elizabettan times. Let women lbe governed by women: and
“Women in time to come will do great thinge’.

Marny Ward wallbed the pe to neack Rome to present befone the Pope hen plan for the ;
cnotitate. The seas and mountains and the Society of Jesus seem to be veny much a pant of cun |
atony. T 1621 Hary Ward lad an intellectual uision “Take the same of the Society” meaning g
the Saciety of Jeous... At the time of hen uncertainty ao to what wle to follow this was a
great confinmation nom the Lond to adopt the Constitutions of the Society of Jeous a drneam
which neacked ite complete Jublfillment ouly in 2005 when we wene allowed to take the Jutl
Tgnatian Constitution aund to have Jesus (n the name of the Congregation as Marny Warnd
wanted.

Today we recall with gratitude all our sistens who toiled hand so that we ane allle to celebrate
the mighty deeds the Lond las doue thnough oun sisters in the Ringdom of Hepal. At the
(nuitation of Fis Majesty bate Tnibluvan, St. Xavien's school wae started in Rathmandu in
1951, Sooun the government made argent appeals to the Jesuit Fathers fon a school for ginks.
7. Monan SY. the foanding fathern of education in Nepal approached the sistens of St.
Josepl's convent Patna to ack i they would be interested. The Sistens felt hononed and
gladly accepted the offer.

Ao a true friend of the O sistens, 7n. Monan bad done much of the spade work along with Sn.
Benigna who made a few tripe to Rathmandu. On Jan 26% 1955 Mother . Benigua.
Supenion of St. Joceph's Convent, Patua. chartened a plane and with Su. Frances togethen
with all the ockool eguifments landed on a pateh of grazing land- Ratbhmandu's initial
aétpont. 7n. Monan met the eistens and took them to Tulo Bhawan. a house close to St. Xauien's.
éw Hovemben 1954, Motther . Beuigna and Sr. Rita with Giskotr Wildermath SO bad

‘ visited Ratthmandn and bad made the choice of this kouse belonging to Rana family. ‘
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Soou prepanations wene set afoot to get the achool neady and on 15% 7eb. 1955, St. Mary's
nang ite finot bell for 15 otudents. Tuwo Tepali teackens. Mise Fora Rai and Mise Samling
wene taken on in the finet yean to help with the teacking.

Lack of transpont facilitics made the need fon a bootel appancat. By 5% Manck. amangemente
wene made to accommodate 20 boarndens but the numbern increased to 45 by the end of the
yearn. Scoten Siluenia joined the community at the end of June 1955 and stayed ou til 1975,
The ochool gnew and grew. Betueen the yeans 1960 to 1965, the Marny Ward wing. a three
otoney building. providing an auditonium. a bange donmitony. clasonooms and teackens’ guantens
wae conctrnucted. By 1965, the stnength of the ochool bhad niven to 465, out of whick 74 wene
boandens. Majonity of the students bailed fnom Tepal itoelf but Rathmandu being the capital.
thene wene childnen of many foneign ambaseadone and staff of foneign aid agencies.

Outneach to the poon
Following the foototepe of oun Foundness Marny Ward. on whose tombotone the following wae
found engraved-

“To loue the poon

To live, die and rise with them”
Was the aim of Many Ward. a ochool for the otneet childnen of the locality wae stanted in
1986. Sn. Aloyeia. the then cupenion of SIHC Rathmandu dreamed this gneat dream. Tuspined
by the veatune of the siotens. the otudents of Clace § volunteened to teack these children.
Laten they wene fonmally negiotened as part of Many Wand School- as the nuwmben of children
ineneased. a small house was bought in Jamohillel. Siotens took aupp nesidence there and
began classes. Tu 1988, a achool building was comstructed meant fro children from RG to
Class 5.

T onden to give an opportunity fon these to complete thein schooling. an extension of Mary
Wand Sechool wae otanted at Lublhu- besides fonmal education. for the empowernment of
women, adult litenacy classes and tailoning clacses began. This small beginning las wou
developed iuto a talloning Diploma enalling the women to be self suppontive. Both these
WMany Wand Schools ane sapponted by generous benefactons fnom epal especially by ASTHA7]
St. Mary s Exotudents’ Hssaciation.

Reacting Out- The Zoundation in Pobbara

T 19852, St. Mary s ochool Pobhara was started. The pioncens (n thie ventune were Sne.
Rufina. Scholastica and Aiha. The school in Poblbara developed into a biy establichment
wow laving §00 children. many admissions being nefuced fon the back of space. Aun evening
school o conducted fon the childnen who have wo ofpontunity of joining fonmal schoole.
Tailoning classes are pant of the empowenment programme forn women here too.

Gonkha
T 1991, we neached out to the people of Gorkbha. On 17 Fovember. St. Mary s school wae

‘ stanted in a T noom aparntment, Sne. Rufina. Jyoti and Joyce being the fioneens. The foundati l
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; on ofone for the wew building oite at Tera bilo wao blessed by Mogn. Autbhony Sharma. B
Séatene built upp gneat nappont with the people and the children neceived guality education.
Unfortunately, the cloude of Maocst uivlence boomed lange on the lonizon and we wene fonced
2o cloce achool a wumber of times. Wihen the school wae closed for a whole yearn éw E001,
alive the opinit of thein joundness.

We cannot but necall with joy the 24% Manch 2005. when a triple celebration was onganied
fon Sn. Prauces. oun great pioneen- 50 yeans in St. Many ¢ Rathmandu. 70 years in neligious
life and G0 years of age. Hen sloten Hannic and Michael, hen son werne present oun this bhappy

accalon.

2+ Octoben 2001 occupiies special importance ao Sr. Beniguna. jounden memben of St. Mary'e
School surnendened ke soul to the Lond- She wae a pillar of stnength to SMC. Rathmandu.
Hen fonesight and antining effonts brought about the existence of St. Many s school, Ratbhmandu.
Potthara and Gonkha. She wonked acsiduounsly to cneate funds fon the two Mary Warnd
Schools o that the foon of the place would lhave continuing education in the jutune too.

Today as we look back into histony. we feel fnoud of so many of oan sister principale,
especially Sn. Eugenia who made it a point to be with us today and Sn. Margaret Mary who
¢o beading the school in these moot challenging times. We gratefully necall oun stafy. studente
and friende whase celfless sacnifices have made thie golden day fossible. Thanke to the |
Jesuits. beginning with Fn. Monan who has traveled with us in our jouruey to this day. We |
are grateful to Mogn. Shanma and to all the pricste who hauve coutributed to the spiritual
been constant insppination and have giuen continuous suppont fon oun growth. We ane delighted
that we kave tuwo of oun foumen prouincial supenions with wa- Sna. Toabel and Febronia who
have in thein inimitalle style nanturned all oun sistens and thein ministnies. We bave in oun
midet Sn. Rita who celebrated her 95% Binthday juct four days ago. who incpired many a
student. otaff memben and Cf sioten with hen devotion. lbiard wonk. wit and bumoun and ben
great musical talenr. We. all the OF sistens of both the provinces. Patua and r#tlakbabad |
ackuowledge our golden feelinge towands Sn. Edwina and the SMEC community oun this day |
when all of ws expenience thein gneat hospitality and care.

The wew ochool building. the construction of whick o a memonial to the dedication of the
wmany CJ Membens to the preople of Nepal. was made possible by the genenons contribution of
etudents, frarnents and many benefactons. o we look akead to the unborn tomorows, we
#lace Tlepal at the fect of the Lord praying that the peace and prospenity promised by the
Lond be totally ouno.

Steten Prisea
Provincial Supenion
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